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TETTH AMPHIHIAN mﬂm‘a BATTALION

]
BATTALIGH HISTORY A0 LEYTF OPERATION
i -
The BT Amphiblan Trac.or Day lion, activated ab Port Ord, Cali-
fornia 26 Janusry 17k, and cowssnded by Major FRANK Re MoLAVY, embaried
on 16 Juse, 19k at San Francisco, (Califomia, for foveign service,
After an wneventful voyage on USAT| Willard A. liolbrook, the Battalion
landed on White Deach, Holandis, Ditch Hew Guines, on July 16, 15hL,
The Battallon was assianed to 6th rayye  Approximately within a month
the Battalion moved & miles to a nbw losation on Taml Beach, same base,
where tractors were put into conditicn, Warning orders were received
at this location of an impending operation on the Island of Leyte,
Philippine Islenda,
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TRTTH Kl CHIBTAN THACIUR BATTALION

HISWRICAL PEART OF LEYTS OPURATICN |
{Kmia =) \

The Hetiallon less "B' Company, was aleried fur participation th

the Leyte gpewsilon {king two}, on 5 Beptember, 15LL. The Bavtalion .

wae abtached by Bimbh Army bo :fz forp Dor further stbechnand to the |
Zith Tnfantry PAvision for this opaestione 4 ,:\. ‘\

The £l Mmfantry Division ordered the Battalion to be employed
fﬁmﬂ% 1@%’4 Platoon “5” GCospany to %@?@3‘% the mm fﬂfm% hepd l“‘
M &’lﬁm}ﬁﬁi ﬂé‘ﬂ £ m}wﬂ ’i@ &%}pﬁr{ &a 3&% m&w Leuisen .b* m&my

of Battelion to arr dates ab which

t;im
empls :fe&ﬁ ‘hes &mmﬁxx @f the %ﬁh Infantey Diviain m@iﬁ uld be

¥ext day platoons performed trocp rying, 5&5& s Bnd Wm‘my
evecuation miselons for the wzg:w%d zm:%. AR
Regiments, Torrals was ideal for LVT mg&ﬁ:?ﬁ{wa mﬁ i e
sbtained from webleles, Other tractors sided signal Wa@m& on wms
laying detall, mﬁi ‘aa%ﬁ, es command and regonmalsssnce vehicle for Ca0.
3hth Infantyry Reglmonbe

On & plug 2 a8 on previous day tractors were Andispensible for lroop,
supplyy and evacuabion missionss Jet Platoon continued aﬁ@mﬂ of 1gth
xﬁfmw Reglmont in and sround hill #522 and Pelo, 3rd Platoon gupported
Shth Infantry Regiment driving across rice paddies ou the right flank
a:ﬁ’ ﬁw i%h Infentey Heglmente Tractor crow composed of Cpl Rade Allen,

drow J. Sepp, and T/5 Leonard Honick yolutesrsd for plllibox aﬁ*’wﬁi
mm when sppreached by Majer GOCIA of the Mith Infentry Reglment as
o the mwﬁ%&iﬁi&s of the IVT ability to ﬁi@hﬁm that type misslon,

seded oub of Mi&&ﬁs position and edvanced along highway #1 :

mﬁh vamm weapons strafing sative houses, ﬁi’%&hﬁﬁ, m prapared machine -
s W&iﬁmﬁ Jep mfmmm plaged land mine uwnder tractoyr, after LYY
had trgveled approximmtely five hundred yanis, and dlsabled traector,
Opl Allen and T/5 Sapp received leg wownds from the land wmine explosion,
Orew continued firdng from ddesbled vehicle wntll rescued Ly & secowm .
tractor of the platoon, Mission was an aowwous guccess, for the fsm.m@*
regulie were obbained; Tractor crow was credited with illing
engmy: Allowed Ter Lhe advance of the infanbrymen who had been planad
down in position for previous twenly fouwr hours: IDnsbled infantry to
gach casualties who were exposed to enemy fire ﬁxﬁ.@h reventod resouey
Iisu% a decided effect on worele of infantry troops who ﬁm%ﬁ%ﬁ brave
ach gﬁ* Yragtor crew, Tractor crow has been recomsended for Wlhe Silwer
Biayauards




The LVT erew who effected the resous ol thelr disabled comrades
were Sgb Chatles Beach, 3/5 Clifford Cepelend, i 75 Hervy ishorafs,
Craw Laking dn mﬁu&mm& and using initistive lmsdiabely went to the
ausplatence through intenze machine pun and mortar fires This crew has
veen recommendad for "The Bronze Hedal® sward.

- Trectors were employed s alldosers in clearing fields of fire for
®R® and BCY Batbterlss of the 632d P 4. M. Tractors continue laying
slgnal lines and also for uge on recornalssancs nisslons.

A& plus 3 azaln Plods LVD's oparabing over terraln lepassable to %ﬁwr
type w*&&%g and cerrying grest aswunis of troops, aaggzlzw and casualtics,
Tractor erews vepsive high praise from Hediesl Officers for speed and  gf-
ficiency in evacuailng casusllies to medicsl dlsaring staiions,

A plus L sses LVI's szfzaﬁam@iug, as on previous day. ‘Trectors use Falo
River voute for spoed in aummfﬁ of 19th Infanbry Regiment and G3rd P, Al
Battalion in i‘u@% of ralo. OSnipers vory acbive elong Palo River, Tractors
mpar@ém Wth Reziment sssaulied enomy positions and were glven credlt

Adng B0 Jeps, Sechione of Babiaelion Hesdquarters end “2ad Flabson
ompeny” debark Trom 187 asld heavy bvombing and strafing attack.
m@tmm Conprander was Puberketlon (roup Cosmandey for unite of 2hth
Infantry Division in this couvey. Battalion Commnder's vehicle noves
to hth Infantry Division C.P. for lialson purposes, Tracters were
ﬁiﬁy&%m&%*% X Corp mnd lst Cavalry Divisicen as oydeveds

Eﬁm&i # activities for the nexb i‘s..va daye included m%mzzs W
m& vmimw fma ’mﬁﬁ%a ey via f«*ala River. Trang

s%a‘kitm wm‘ Lo mﬁtmwﬁ bi*mwa ares in %mm ﬁf Palos On ﬁﬁyply
siseion for Bhith Infanbry Regiment snd wnit of let Cavalry Divislon in
vieinity of Castilla, Trensporting units of 19th Eﬁfm%ry Regiment Lo
Paglrang, Ai::ﬁ&ig in salvage oparations of bombed and sinking LST.

From A vlus 10 through A plus 13 Battallon digsplaced from Pale
blvouas avea “%:ﬁ new slie on Ned Beach. Conbtinued moving swplies up Palo
River to forward supply dumps, Alded in moving of X Corp Headquarters to
Alangalang, Batialion received orders to move forward %o Carigeras
Pattellon In night sovement covered thirty thres mile road march in ap-
proxluately two and a hall hours and set up defonsive posiilon for the
nights

The following mminw 4 plus 1, the Batbalion moved two miles
northwest to new bMiveuae, Platoon f:;f LV made an gphiblous landing of
& reinforeed compeny of the 34tk Infanbtry Reginent on a beach four niles
of Capoosans znfmmw position bocae un%msmﬂ » necessiiabing trectore
moving unit back to Capoocan, (ne bractor vecelved a L7 18! hit in sponson,
%g&iﬁ:’mg tragtors on supply missions from Carigare o Capsocan via Carlgara
i B
For the next three days all traclors were enployed night and day
ghuttling supplies bo forwurd positions in vicinity of Capovcan via Carigare
Bay and ferrying treope, casualiles, and 1ight vehlcles acruss river three
mlles norihwest of gwﬁ.&m while englnesrs wore in process of congbructing
pontoon bridie,
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Gn g plus 17 proup of LVW's leave for Celubdan, Uson Phe; and Tuktuk
with fuel and raltione for Aiphiblan Tenks ol the 2uth Divislon, leconwe
sizance Tvoops, making & recomnalssence of ihoge locablons and Habin Poind.
These tractors relumed the Iollowlin, day. Reualning tractors ab Carigera
gonbinue supply missions bo Caposem this and following dave

From A pius 21 to A plus 30 Battelion's prissry mission was suppord

ol the 3hth Infantry Regiment. Commmelug wilh A plus 21 LVT's made
anphiblous landing of let Pattalion 3uth Infantry Repiment to o beash thres
miles north of Plnemposn. As Infaniry Bebtalion pushed inland 4% became
dependent of LVT's for all sugpply and evacuation missions, LVI's were .
dispatehed dally, and occasionally two and Llwee btimes e day, from Capoocan,
new Pabbtalion bdvouac area, for support of th Infantry Repiment, Pronm
Capoocan bractors braveled through Biliren sivalt to Celublan, a three
hour rune Irom Calublan thoy procesded South on Nage River to (onsusgra
and freguently earried supplies overland o Infuntry froat Line positions
in vielddity of Agahang, Cosmplate trip Yo forward posiilon consbitubed

slx hours of oporation. On reburn trip wp Wage River one grou of tvpctors
evasuated two lislson flyers of the XXIV Corp and damaged artilisry llsfison
plane from tows of Leyle to Capoocoan, INT also transporied Sensztor ab
Large Rafeal Martiose; lr. Menuse, Mayor of the town of Leyte; and party

to Carigara for eonference with President Usuena and O, Jap savel pilet
taken by veluntesr guards at Villalon retumed and forwarded to -2 2hih

Divigions IVI's transporided Tih rortable Hospltal to Consuegre alter
beling tumed back %o Capoocan by iyphoon, Other events taldag place during
this period were dpily dispatoh of vehielos to Sel 34th Infentry Regluent
for supply and evacuation missions in vivialty of Capopcan, Tractors
altached to I Corp providing tactical supporting for 19th Infantry Beciment
attack in moanteins west of Jaro: Babbalien relisved 17 Nov Li from ate
tachment to 2lth Infantry Division and abbached to 32nd Infantry Division:
Dispatenlng L¥T's to 1278h and 1204k infenbtry Regiment for troop carvying
and supply sdsslons to Pingsoposn, '

for following sixbeen day period frvom A plus 31 to include A& plas LS,
Battalion played important role in trensporting 32nd Infantey Divislon eni
supplies to Pinamopoan bsachhead, L4T Wwips to Pinamoposn were conducied
uwnder artillery, heavy meehine gun, snd swall erms fire. Sgb Herry Williams,
BAY Jompenys recelved chest wound en & missien to P poally  LVT's alb
Pinamoposs operated through heavy enemy fire laying elgnel cables from
beaghhead to Culaslon Foint while otheve sbiespbed o provide shislds for
wileading of L0H'a. One platcon of LVT's bassed ab Calublan continued
susply and evecuation via Nagas River, lst Battalion Jith Infantry from
Consuogra, LVT's also employed lor loaling btruops and supplics on L0M's
Iring off shore at Capoocom, During this period Dabbalion biveuac area
ab Caposcan was subjeet to Jap ertiliery shelling. Rotbtalion then movoed
to new blvonae srea betwsen Capooom sud Car gava., IVT alding Alr Corp
Inbelligence personmsl salvage Jap naval plane sulmerged in Biliren strait
ab Tillalone On 2L Hovy A plus 3h, sociion Battalion Malnbensnes and nore
el A" Company Jedr the Battalion at Cardgara. Un L Decosber 191L tractors
from Celubian plek ) three sarvivors of B 25, siot dowm by enemy, ab Dahae

on A plus L8, 7 December 194k, Dattelion was releassd fron atbachment
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o Jend Divieion and now under dlvect cmirul of ¥ Corps AL the seos
tlme YA" Compony, 026th Asph Tractor Dattalion was put under mﬁm&
of the 727th Asph Trector Babtialion to @ma B provisiongl babiallon,
Maseion af ﬁ&m 72Teh was to suppdy X Corp with sim LVT7e and dlspatch
other aveilable tractors to the 32nd Division, Cospany %’* of the B26th
mmimm % @npgww 3.5% &wﬂw Divialon. Hal :
wpanys T2Tthy witnessed Jap landing forces ob Sen | e aad Dahge
?m mmmt&m was mlw% %o X Corpe 5%% abiar «?ag lm:%z.ﬁg«;, 1LVie
uabing lest company of Jth Infa glmont Lrom |  arrived

g heavy | @ x i‘;‘m and @uﬁgawg oesages
vegtors &ﬁﬁ% Masmopoas in o

: ﬁaﬁ,}‘ of 3&*‘ Battalion Bl;th mmw i m@ ﬁ;ﬁ% 4 ﬁarpﬁ
otk mﬁm ab cmm @mﬁ( W& on Baga azmmv

mwc@wm fattalion aleo trensported ésm f:@t% % Corp, staff, ed
1 i ** m m fm "ﬂ'ﬂ»fﬂ,?’* mei i* L8 G Mt ng LYY 8

tn & plus 5 £ :
te X Cowp snd %;.w% ovar tm ﬁ&*&mmigﬁ %;W*a»
moved to otaing sves ab Caniris Polnt between
for next oparatione
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Durding the Leybe uperabion, all orders concerain: tiols Babtalion
were of a Iragmentary or of oral uature. Thus » bheir enclosure with this
report 1s nob practicabile, Crders were redeived threu h cunstant lisison
with wmiits supporbed,

Attachad below is spacial or nwveworthy data of valus:

Commont on Amphibious Landing at Point four wiles north of Capoocan
by relaforced company of the 3hth Infentry Reziment oo November 1oLk,

Blgbt LVT's opsrating on a supply reute from Carigara to Capoocan
via Carigara Day were assemblad by a Dattalion Comuander of bhe ahth

Infantry Recisent at Gapoocan for the above mentigied gperaiion. LVT's ware

iumediately Lloadsd with infantry troops and shortly after left on mission
without consulting LVY platoon lesder as to condition or fuel supply of
vehlcles, Landing was affecled and eondition due Lo enemy vesistance
necessitated removing unid to Capoocan,

Tractors were dizpabehed for & known supply roube mission, Policy
of Battalion is bo furnish all operating vehicles for bHthig bype work ,
for in case of wehicle fallurs ib ean sasily be repaired under Iavorable
conditions, Uificer ordering platoon leader to undertake vhis cobat
landing mission wibhout first congulting platoon leader made mission

exntremely hagardous, LVT's completed mlesion with a dangerously low gas
suplye

LVT's Operating on Roads,

Numerous tlmes Baitalion has received orders {or move %o new ares
located inland. oOnly possible roube for complisnce with Lhese vrders
has been on existing roads, Babbalion is familiar with road dimage -
sustained on these moves bubt has no other alternative if mission iz to
be completed, Without fail traciors. have been delayed or forced to use
unguitable terrain for L¥T oparation and abt bimes not completing mission,

POL Bupplies

Upon abtachuent to 32nd Infantry Division, Battalion found POL
supplies a eritisal item, due to Intantry Division not contemplating
necessary J0 octane gasoline and 50 weight oil required to operate LVi's,
This eversipght resulted in batbtalion having Yo use stove fuel and 30
weight oll wmuch to the debriment of Lhe Lvlig,

Company daintenances

Goagany Kal.lenance is provided with two wractors for mobils
loading tools and equipment, This mobile shop was lnveluable in reaching
water stalled LVT's and others insccessible to any type wvehicle but
tractors, busides bediy asswed of having the required repair equipmaat,
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Hovember 19k Petialion received orders from O-l, 2nd Divieion gontramy
: ] &

! 44 the advise of the Dattelion Commender to dismount a1l maintenance
~eguwipment Lrom bhes: Yractors snd suply same in g tactiesl capaciiy. This

resulted in & filvy percent inerease in the number of deadlined LyT's,
The inerease of two adlitionsl T¥T%s fo tactical murpused failed Lo
increase the nusber of LVTYs available, s Sthe salntenance LVI's weve
regponaible far vamprving flwe 4o 3dn olalecn vehielos dally fronm deadl
ghatus, :

Rations for LV? Crews.

weiles mre ab tioge disnabehed to unliis for uwndlsclosad nlesions,

Humercus Vimss orews have been genl on 0Ld, beo. sind three day ulssions
K 5 ® CC . # ’g . . & ¥
whthout walt sakling provisions fow supplyios erews with retisne, This
& o % [ 4 & i o g"} a LS
could be easily remediod If this batialien were authorized to drew ratlsas,
for ekpeple, 10 in 1, for ddsiribution o tragbor erews what long nisslons
are contemplateds For example, on oae oceasion Lraeiar lioks down on
wlssion and wap waable to obtain fod for four dave aid hed %o cat moniers,
oY

£

Attachment of Hahbbalion to Corp

Batialion was atteched bo bwe infontry divielens aad 2 Coxrp in this
cparation, Uplalen of this battalion is bhal boe laber atbschoent workad
for smoothes. opuration, Asslgndng of Hg and Berv Cempany to Corp and
detailiog the two line companies o support esch diviglon of the coup
would provide lmowved tactical, sdoinletration; and waintensncs control
for this type orgmilsation,

Comnnioabion

Batbalion Cossadders wehlicle is euuipped with SCR's 5046 and 508, The
VY 12 wolt betlewy is wnable o carry the losd required by these redics
wlvhout conbinuous operaticn of the VT, which 1s insdvisable due to
exuessive engine hour operalion. 4 solubion %o Lhis problam would be

roplacing SCR 506 with an 8500 193, 807 197 eperatéd on low nower would

decrease battery dralnsgs,

X

Spare farits

Spars parts weve a ceriblesl iton duving one perded of the oporation,
“hen uall was atvached W oLus Jith Infantry Division ib received oxeelleny
support. from divisien ordsengs, Upon gibachment to tho Jénd Infanbry
Divigion syare parts wud ordusnce sarvice cessed Lo axist, Dabbalion
ggain recelved necessary spars parts and expellent ordoance auport upen
attachment to the I Corp, '

Bomd Lines sl Aloorslh '"“;,ﬁsﬁas

Battallon had bed recoansissance nissions which exbended beyond set
bomb Lines, Inforsstion as to whure bomb lines wers ur the currend
alreralft ldentificetion signal were not disseminated o this organizations

Ly@'s Buployment of 50 Cal sntl-pirerafi iounb i3

LVT'e obbained luwroved snti~alrereft fire by substlivting mount He3-
for sbandard LVT mount, 7This sllowed for gn lucrease of 30 degress in

slevation and & greater length £ time for gamer to continue firing on barget.



